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SALE 10am to 3pm at the 
NEW Leonardtown Library 

Meeting Room 

 
Jan. 29th - Winter Brunch 
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Visit our  

online Book Sale!   
 

New books added frequently!! 

https://folstmarys.com/  

ACCEPTING  
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Accepting unwanted books, audio 

books on CD, music CDs, DVDs 

games and puzzles—no smoke, 

water or mold damage please. 

Drop off: M, W, F & SAT 10am -

2pm behind the new St. Mary’s 

County Board of Elections offices. 
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Leonardtown, MD  

https://folstmarys.com/


2 

President’s             
Points to Ponder 

 

Dear Friends: 

 

At this writing, it is hard to imagine things ever getting back to “normal.” In fact, this period may well become 

known simply as “The Post-Normal.” But we at FOL are struggling back toward the way we used to do things.  

 

There will be a FOL used Book Sale at the New Leonardtown Library in the Meeting Room on Saturday, December 

4th from 10AM - 3PM. We will have a variety of books--some of which would make great gifts! While we have had 

to cancel our big three-day spring book sale at the Fairgrounds this year and last, we are pleased to be planning the 

sale as usual to be held April 1st - 3rd, 2022. We are also planning to get back to brunches and dinners.  

 

The county commissioners and the county Board of Elections, which took over the former Leonardtown Library 

space, have very graciously allowed the FOL to continue to use the book sorting room at the back of the building. 

Given that people have been cleaning out their houses during COVID, we have had more book donations than the 

room--or our heroic volunteers--could manage. So we have hired extra storage space.  
 

But the most important news is that Amy Harvey and her team organized an online book sale that in October 

celebrated its first anniversary, with total sales of $30,000, to help support our libraries. (If you need more info, 

here is what the library website says about those sales: “The Friends of the St. Mary’s County Library has opened an 

online shop where you can browse, order, and purchase items! All sales are PICK-UP ONLY behind the old 

Leonardtown Library at 23250 Hollywood Rd. in Leonardtown. Go to www.https://folstmarys.com to find all the 

details on their shop! Questions? Call (240-561-9828) or email (folstmarys@gmail.com) the sorting room!”) Please 

go around the building to the sorting room so as not to disturb our Board of Elections hosts. 

 

Elsewhere in this newsletter, you will find library news and statistics, a list of the current FOL board, information on 

how – and why - to renew your membership, the FOL Facebook presence, an update on recent sailing races by no 

less an ol’ salt than library Director Michael Blackwell, and a tale by local thriller writer Phil Hayward about moving 

the action in his books to the heart of St Mary’s County and how an author builds imaginary communities.  

 

One other small news item: former (extremely dynamic) FOL board President Rebecca Vanecko and I have 

swapped places; so that she is now vice-president and I am president. I am grateful to Rebecca for all she has done 

and more grateful that we have not lost her.  

 

Lloyd Timberlake 

 

President 
 

  

 

FOL’s SPRING BOOK SALE 

April 1st - 3rd 

at St. Mary’s County Fair Grounds 
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So much to do this Fall with the Library!  

The Library is open – Come in and see us! Check out at our new RFID self-checkout stations where you can check-

out five items at a time simply by placing the items on the pad. We also have many virtual programs for you to en-

joy, including special interest programs on topics such as local birds, archaeology and local history, as well as many 

exciting Meet the Author events with best-selling authors in a variety of genres. If you love reading, try one of our 

new book clubs such as mystery, romance, horror, Bridgerton, and more! 

This fall we are holding several outdoor story-times for children in addition to our virtual LIVE storytimes that are 

held weekly. Several of our children and teen programs include a fun take-and-make which are crafts to take home 

and make – you simply pick up a kit, join the live virtual program, and have fun at home! Check our calendar on 

www.stmalib.org to register for specific events. 

Laura Boonchaisri 

Library Liaison 

Hopes and Plans 

St. Mary's County Library is working on some new projects. It received a grant of $250,000 to implement a mobile 

library. What's a mobile library?  Think high technology book mobile.  The vehicle will be 26 feet long.  It will have 

its own collection, with a lift to either take book trucks to the ground or allow handicapped access to the collection 

onboard.  It will have Wi-Fi and can pull into a neighborhood without broadband to bring instant connectivity.  It 

has an awning that can be raised to allow programming, with monitors to display library information.   There are 

two workstations on board to allow for job applications, etc.  It will visit daycares, senior facilities, and areas distant 

from our branches to extend library services. While the grant will pay for most of the project, it will fall some 

$55,000 short of covering all, so library staff are all he more grateful for the wonderful support they get form the 

Friends. 

The other project is a possible renovation of the Lexington Park Library.  It is approaching 20 years old and could 

use some improvements. The library has commissioned a study from Grimm & Parker, the same architects 

that designed the Leonardtown library, to see what the costs might be to remove a few walls, lower the stacks to 

allow for better sightlines, put in more study rooms and an art/maker space, put in more efficient HVAC systems, 

and re-route the parking lot to create one-way traffic and a drive-through window.  The library has a grant to do a 

Facilities Master Plan: a study of library buildings and how they serve their areas.  This plan will allow the library to 

apply for capital funding from the state.  Since the current plan dates from 2007 (though the Leonardtown section 

was updated to get the $1.6 million in state capital fund for that project), a new one is very much overdue.  

Michael Blackwell 

Library Director & Advisor to FOL 

Library Lowdown 
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Rebounding from COVID 

The library is still working through the effects of the COVID pandemic. Full hours have been restored since June, 

except for Sundays at Lexington Park (and those should be restored in January).  The meeting rooms are open.  The 

last remaining piece to getting back to full-service is to have in-person programming in the libraries, though there has 

been some outside programming. The COVID resurgence caused postponement of this programming in the 

autumn.  The staff hopes to recommence in January. If you have looked at the library website, you will have seen 

many job vacancies. Some employees have been uncomfortable working with the public during the pandemic. Others 

have taken advantage of the current work situation, with retailers and fast food restaurants offering $18 per hour 

and full-time with benefits.  It's difficult for the library to match such offers, but it is planning a salary study and will 

do the best it can while maintaining a robust collection.  It's a difficult time, and yet another reason the library needs 

FOL support, which allows it to keep the collection and programming going strong.     

Michael Blackwell 

Library Director & Advisor to FOL 

Library Stats 

The library’s annual report for fiscal year 2021 makes exciting reading, especially considering it covers the pandemic 

period. In that year, 767,430 items were checked out. These include children's, teen, and adult books, audiobooks, 

DVDs, digital content, and so much more.  St. Mary's County Library even has hotspots and ukuleles to check out. 

Exactly 147,143 digital items were checked out during this period, a 23% increase over FY2020. Hoopla and 

Overdrive provide hundreds of thousands of eBooks, eAudiobooks, eMagazines, movies, music, and more, all 

available to stream or download. 

The three library branches had 80,864 in-person visits. The branches provided over 400 programs that over 8,000 

people attended, including free virtual events for all ages. Events included professional performances, classes on 

topics such as crafting, book discussions, children's programs, and several high-profile authors including Nalini Singh 

and Christina Baker Kline! There were 20,395 curbside appointments. 

The library has 48,097 card users. Library cards are free and you can apply online or in one of the three locations. A 

full library card allows you to check out 75 items. A Kids' Cards option has a five-item limit but no fees or fines, and 

there is a Student Card for all students attending a St. Mary's County Public School. 

 

Library Lowdown (cont.) 
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                                           NOTEWORTHY NEWS 

FOL now on Facebook  

FOL board members Mary Rossi (administrator) and Carolyn Guy (co-administrator) have organized a “Friends of the St. 

Mary’s County Library – FOL” Facebook page. Approximately 30 posts have been made since our page’s inception in 

March 2021. New posts are made every 7-10 days and recent posts include a general “fall”, children’s “chapter books” 

and “newer releases” book selections. Along with all our pertinent organizational information, the page also features a 

“Shop on Website” link that will take you directly to the FOL’s online Book Sale at https://folstmarys.com   

In a report generated from September 12 to October 19, our “chapter books” post was found the most popular with a 

reach of 222. We had a total of 119 page likes—that’s up 11 likes from last month. Those likes broken down by gender 

are 93.8 % women and 6.2 % men. (Come on, men!) And the largest percentage of likes by age is 35.8 % from the 35–44-

year-old range.  

On April 24th FOL ran a promotional post promising to award a $10.00 credit to the 100th person to like our page. Fi-

nally, in mid-August, we were able to recognize the 100th person to like our page and award them a $10.00 online store 

credit. We plan on posting another promotion to award a $10.00 online store credit soon before the year ends. 

Many thanks to all our followers for helping FOL’s Facebook page and social media presence grow! If you have a Face-

book account and have not already done so, please like, follow us and consider sharing our new posts with your friends 

at every opportunity. Ideas for posts are welcomed and can be sent via email to folstmarys@gmail.com (please reference: 

Facebook idea).  

If you are not on Facebook, you may still be able to access a limited view of our page using a google search for:  

“Friends of the St. Mary’s County Library - FOL Facebook page” 
 

Mary Rossi,  

Facebook 

Book giveaway a success (article first published Sept. 3, 2021 in The Enterprise) 

The NAACP held its annual Back-to-School Fair Aug. 14 at Lancaster Park. Friends of the Library member MJ Rossi part-

nered with Jeana Barry, the children’s librarian from Lexington Park, to distribute books to kids from Pre-K through high 

school. Early readers, chapter books, fiction and non-fiction books; something for everyone was expertly selected by FOL 

Board member Amy Harvey. It is estimated that by the end of the day, between 200-300 books had been given away. 

Other events included Bingo, cornhole, basketball and walk-up COVID vaccinations. The book fair, which had been post-

poned the past two years due to COVID, is now scheduled for Spring of 2022. 

By: Ellynne Davis 

Secretary 

 

https://folstmarys.com
mailto:folstmarys@gmail.com
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I t  i s  t ime to renew!  

Your Friends of the St. Mary's County Library Membership will expire December 31, 2021. You can renew online 

(or by check and mail). To renew – click here  and then click on the Join or Renew tab, or wait for the automated 

renewal notice that will be coming out mid-November. Questions? Contact us at folstmalib@gmail.com. Renewals 

processed now will be good through Dec 31, 2022. 

Memberships help run and fund the FOL. As noted, the COVID pandemic has precluded our holding our usual book 

sales and annual dinner, but the board and committees continue to put in countless hours of work supporting our 

book sorting room and finding new ways to raise money like opening the FOL online store. Your membership helps 

to ensure all the money earned at the book sales is given to our wonderful library!  

Another membership benefit is early access to the books at our Spring Book Sale. As always, our Members Only 

Day will be Friday, the first day of the sale. Only members will be granted entrance to the sale on that day. As a 

member, you will also receive our amazing e-newsletter 4 times a year with all the news and events. Friends are 

usually offered special pricing for our annual brunch and dinner. 

If you choose not to renew your FOL membership, we will archive your membership on April 30, 2021. If you de-

cide to renew your membership, you can rejoin the Friends and we will be happy to welcome you back! You will 

not receive notices or emails until you rejoin.  

Jon Baake 

Membership 

about:blank
about:blank
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 Friends of St. Mary’s County Library  

Membership form — Note: Membership year is January through December.  

Date: _____________________                                  New Member _______ Renewal _______  

 

Name: ________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Email: ________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Alt Email: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Contact Phone: _________________________________________________________________________ 

Annual Memberships (January-December):  

__________ $ 15 Single/Family Membership (list immediate family members below)  

__________ $ 25 Good Friend Membership                     ____________ $100  Special Friend Membership  

__________ $200 Corporate Membership                       _____________ Additional donation to help the library  

Immediate Family Members: ____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

FOL Participation:  

___________ I want to help with the book sale.               ___________ I want to help sort books.  

___________ I’m interested in serving on the Board.       ___________I’m interested in joining a committee. 

SAVE A TREE AND A STAMP—RENEW ONLINE  

Register online at https://folstmalib.wildapricot.org/ 

or 

Send with your check payable to:  

Friends of St. Mary’s County Library  

P.O. Box 165  

Leonardtown, MD 20650  

https://folstmalib.wildapricot.org/
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SAILING! 
 

Michael Blackwell, director of the country library and advisor to FOL, is a keen 

sailor and provided us with this wrap-up of the recent season. 

 

 

This year’s Potomac River Sailing Championship is completed, with fierce competition for overall honors. Racing 

takes place in two classes: with Spinnaker (the big colorful balloon like sail used downwind) and Non-Spinnaker. For 

the overall championship, winners are crowned in both Spinnaker and Non-Spinnaker classes.  Spinnaker boats tend 

to be faster than non-spinnaker boats of a similar size and require more crew. They will usually cross the finish line 

ahead of non-spinnaker boats. Coming in first on real time is called taking “line honors.” Boats are also rated on a 

handicapped system. A smaller, non-spinnaker equipped boat, sailed well, can win the race against faster spinnaker 

boats on “corrected time.” There are 10 races in the season, perhaps the most prestigious of which is the 

overnight Governor’s Cup Race. Boats on the Potomac leg sail from Dahlgren down river, out to the Bay, and finish 

at Historic St. Mary’s City. This year, 14 boats raced in Spinnaker Class and 26 in Non-Spinnaker. Trophies and the 

perhaps even-more-coveted bragging rights were at stake. 

  

In the Spinnaker Class, Doug Savage’s powerful Dark Star won for the year despite a disadvantage on handicap.  It is 

fast enough that it usually wins line honors, but it has to be sailed excellently to win on corrected time. Dark 

Star met its match this year in the prestigious Governor’s Cup.  At that race, Clark McKinney in Aura mastered 

both light airs and the later heavy winds alike to take first in line honors and second overall on handicap. Dave 

Metzdorf in Chimera took second for the season, while Tom Owen in Blue Heaven, sailing few races but always well, 

earned third. In the Non-Spinnaker class, the little 27-foot Gemini, sailed by George Polachek, masterfully took 

advantage of light winds at midnight to take first place overall on handicap in the Governor’s race, surprising many 

larger boats and showing that any boat, well sailed, can win even if it can’t compete boat-for-boat in real time. Buzz 

Ballard’s Look Close is always a force when the winds are heavy, posting two wins both in line honors and on 

handicap during the season.  

 

The championship, however, went to Bob Donaldson’s Evergreen. The 

boat, with myself among the crew, sailed consistently throughout the 

season, earning second place in class on corrected time in the 

Governor’s Cup (and third place overall), and further notched second 

in all the races it entered to wrest first place for the season 

from Gemini, with Look Close in third.  For full race results, see   

https://potomac-yacht-racing.org/PYRC-Results-2021.pdf. 

 

Michael Blackwell,  

Director, St. Mary's County Library  

& Advisor to FOL    

https://potomac-yacht-racing.org/PYRC-Results-2021.pdf
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Meet Me at the Blue Swimmer: How one author creates community in his mystery novels 

By Phil Hayward 

There is no such place as the Blue Swimmer Café on the square in Leonardtown.  

 You can’t order one of Alf Alexander’s famous crab cakes there, nor can you chat with the restaurant’s hard-

working servers or share gossip with its hipster bartender, Germaine St. John, and if you had tried to book a table 

the Friday before last Labor Day, you would have been disappointed not to see the riotous assembly of a Hollywood 

film crew in town to make a movie about the Oyster Wars of 1950. 

 That’s because the Blue Swimmer Café exists only in the pages of my upcoming mystery novel, Alf’s Oyster 

War. Alf took the name for his restaurant from the Latin name for the Chesapeake blue crab—Callinectes sapidus, 

beautiful swimmer. Having previously owned and operated a popular restaurant in Melbourne, Australia, Alf wanted 

another place that could become a community crossroads, this time in St. Mary’s County.  

 Among his many customers are a sprinkling of suspects in the death of the yet-to-be-made movie’s re-

nowned director, Ross Mather Jr. His daughter Dee, also a prominent filmmaker, takes over production of the mov-

ie, and in her uncanny way with people, persuades Alf to cater the film set on Heron Cove (don’t go looking for this 

body of water, since it only exists in the book). Dee knows the scrappy entrepreneur will make for an ideal set of 

eyes and ears for solving the mystery behind her father’s death.  

 Oh, the trouble Alf gets into. Just like his dour and proper older brother in my first mystery novel, Deadly 

Stroke. Kip Alexander, the brother and the owner of a sleepy weekly newspaper in Port City, Virginia, also makes for 

good eyes and ears in his community (loosely based on Alexandria, Virginia). Kip and his feisty staff try heartily to 

discover who killed his archaeologist friend and fellow rower, Anders Martin.  

 Newspapers, like popular small town watering holes, also make for a good crossroads of rumor, gossip, and 

innuendo—some of it actually true. The Port City Beacon has a prime viewing position of every situation from fend-

er benders and Little League box scores to city hall shenanigans and, of course, homicides that don’t look like homi-

cides to anyone except Kip.  

 And this brings us to another of mystery fiction’s community crossroads—law enforcement. In the main, Alf 

and Kip see the police as decent and hardworking; it’s just that they’re too inclined to pronounce certain deaths as 

accidental, coincidental, and certainly unworthy of bothersome civilian attention. Move on, there’s nothing to see here 

is all the motivation the brothers need to jump into action. 

 This is not to say nothing happens in police work in these books. In Alf’s Oyster War, fictional sheriff Hoyt 

Lawson knows everything and has seen everything, long before Alf arrived in St. Mary’s County, as have his legion of 

deputies, jailers. bomb squad, counselors and their interactions with other agencies, like the state fish and game war-

den, Mark Norris. But they don’t traffic in Alf’s circles, and they can always be counted to be slowed by by-the-book 

procedure. 

 In Port City, Kip Alexander and his reporters dutifully stayed one step ahead and aside of police chief Jake 

Johnson and his lead homicide investigator, Bernard Washington. Mostly, anyway. Johnson routinely blisters Kip for 

incursions on police turf. Though, at least in Deadly Stroke, Johnson often finds that he needs Kip as much as the 

newsman needs him.  

 As an author, I believe it’s these people in all their rich diversity meeting at the many crossroads of their 

community that make for a richer and more authentic reading experience. Make it a point to seek out these cross-

roads in the next book you read. Maybe you’ll solve a crime while you’re at it. 

# # # 

 

Phil Hayward is an editor and writer living in Leonardtown, just downstream from Port City/Alexandria, Virginia, 

where he lived for 30 years. He has been a staff editor for Air & Space/Smithsonian magazine, Mid-Atlantic Country 

magazine, and Lodging magazine. He is a member of the Maryland Writers Association. Deadly Stroke is his first mys-

tery novel. Visit his website at https://www.philiphaywardbooks.com  

 

https://philiphaywardbooks.com
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WHAT’S COOKING! 

Congrats to Ellynne Davis (Secretary) who prepared this recipe as a Finalist in the National Oyster Festival Cookoff 

at the St. Mary’s County Fairgrounds on October 16, 2021. This dish won 3rd prize in the Main Dish Category! 

Maryland Oysters With Greens, Eggs, and Ham 

By: Ellynne Davis 

Serves: 4 

Ingredients: 

PAM 

1 pint Maryland oysters, drained, patted dry, liqueur reserved 

2 Tablespoons olive oil 

2 Tablespoons butter 

1 10.5 -ounce can Cream of Celery soup 

½ cup Miracle Whip 

½ cup milk 

1 bunch scallions, tops and bottoms trimmed away, sliced 

½ cup white wine (I used Vidal Blanc for the contest, graciously donated by Grace and Rich Fuller of the Port of 

Leonardtown Winery) 

¼ cup reserved oyster liqueur 

6 eggs, hard-boiled, peeled and halved 

1 cup purchased Maryland stuffed ham (with the “greens”), cut up 

1 cup Swiss cheese, shredded 

Salt and pepper, to taste 

English muffins (your favorite brand), halved and toasted 

2 lemons, sliced, as garnish (can be decoratively cut in swirls or twirls or curls) 

Directions: Pre-heat oven to 375 degrees Spray baking dish with PAM. Sauté oysters in olive oil and butter for bare-

ly 2 – 3 minutes; set aside to keep warm. Mix soup with Miracle Whip and milk. Stir in green onions, wine and oys-

ter liqueur. Layer sauce, 3 eggs (halved), half of the oysters, and half of the ham with greens in the casserole dish. 

Repeat layers, ending with sauce. Turn oven down to 350 degrees and bake 25 minutes. Remove dish from ov-

en; Sprinkle Swiss cheese on top and return dish to oven for a couple of minutes - just until cheese is melted and 

bubbly. To serve: spoon the hot oyster casserole over toasted English muffins and garnish with a squeeze of lem-

on. (Optional: garnish the top of the hot casserole with extra cheese, green onions, ham and stuffing, and lemon 

slices.) 


